ACGN Nexus | Volume 1, 2026 | e0009

BRACRERRTHEEBRINA
—— AFKHE LR HIEERRFS

Yixiao Lu"”
! Universiti Putra Malaysia, Serdang, Malaysia

*Corresponding author: rimskyludi@gmail.com

Received: 2026-05-09 | Accepted: 2026-07-06 | Published: 2026-07-12

Abstract

In the context of postmodern society, intimate relationships have gradually shifted from
traditional structures of responsibility toward patterns emphasizing emotional fulfillment,
self-realization, and identity recognition. Domestic Girlfriend, a controversial Japanese
manga, has often been discussed through the lens of ethical transgression. However, beyond
its controversial premise, the work presents a complex narrative of love, self-identity,
emotional dependence, and the desire to be chosen. Drawing upon Giddens' theory of pure
relationship, Bauman's concept of liquid love, and McAdams' narrative identity perspective,
this study employs textual and narrative analysis to examine the emotional structures
embedded in the relationships among the main characters. The findings suggest that love in
Domestic Girlfriend functions not merely as a romantic connection but also as a means of
self-validation and identity construction. The unstable and shifting relationships portrayed
in the narrative reflect broader anxieties surrounding intimacy, belonging, and self-worth
in contemporary society. This study suggests that ACG works may serve as meaningful
cultural texts for examining emotional experience, intimate relationships, and identity

formation in the postmodern era.
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